


The Health Officer questioned Ganapati whether it
was proper to say that King Aja accepted Lakshmi after she
sought the company of another person, Ganapati replied that
since Chandra was the brother of Lakshmi, born from the
ocean of milk alike it was not wrong on her part to have gone
to him when left by her lover.

The Health Officer was pleased with this reply and
freed Ganapati from all restrictions the next morning. Finding
Nasik a noisy town unsuited for tapas, he proceeded to
Tryambaka Kshetra, walking all the eighteen miles. After
worshipping the Mahadeva there, he went to Kusavarta by
evening. Brahmagiri, where the River Godavari takes its
birth, is near Kusavarta. The spiritual significance of the
place is considerable as Brahmagiri is supposed to represent
Brahmarandhra (the aperture in the crown of head through
which cosmic power communicates with the power in the
human body). Kusavarta is supposed to represent Sahasraara
(The thousand-petalled lotus seat in the crown of the head
where the supreme Shakti resides, supported by hrudaya).
Tryambaka represents the heart, the seat of Siva.

A poor Brahmin was the host of Ganapati that night
and next day he took him to the residence of an opulent doctor
who was a connoisseur of Sanskrit learning. He was a good
host. With his help Ganapati secured a secluded spot in the
nearby temple of Neelaambika. For fourteen days Ganapati
continued his tapas uninterrupted. But meanwhile the good
Doctor was spreading the news about the literary eminence
of Ganapati and every night his friends were gathering to
listen to Ganapati's literary discourses. One day a friend
called Ram Bhavu came from Nasik. He was also a
connoisseur of literature. They persuaded Ganapati to
perform an Astavadhana. Though he was physically weak as
a result of his tapas, he agreed to do it. Ram Bhavu was so
thrilled that he insisted on Ganapati moving to Nasik where